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Commemorative 
Bricks for 

Generations Park 
Last month we announced that 

our “Buy a Brick” campaign for 
Generations Park was underway.  
We are pleased to report that the 
response has been excellent.  Many 
of you have purchased a brick to 
remember a loved one, celebrate a 
birth or to immortalize something 
of great importance to you and your 
family.  This campaign is serving two 
goals.  First, it helps establish a bridge 
between generations and, second, it 
helps pay for the construction of the 
park.  Bricks ordered before April 
30th will be of a different color than 
those selected later.  The intent is 
to recognize those “Charter Brick” 
purchasers who helped us get the park 
started.  Of course, bricks will always 
be available as long as there’s space 
to install them.  We hope generations 
in the future will honor their loved 
ones just as our citizens are doing 
today.

If you are interested in purchasing 
a brick, just go to the Town of 
Bridgewater website where you will 
be directed to the company handling 
the sales and production of the bricks.  
If you have any trouble completing 
your order just give us a call at 828-
3390 and we’ll do our best to help.

Fourth of July Opening 
Set for Farmers’ Market

Even with the unusually cold and snowy weather we’ve 
had in February, Generations Park is still on schedule.  If 

Harman Construction has decent weather the rest of the 
way, they anticipate finishing their work by the end 
of June.  If that is the case, we plan on opening the 
Farmers’ Market on Saturday, July 4th.  Opening a 
park dedicated to generations past, present and future 

seems very appropriate on our nation’s birthday.
As you may have heard, the market will be open twice 

a week.  Saturday is locked in, but we want to try something 
a little different with the other day.  We’re planning on a second date during 
the week, but not at the typical morning hours you see at most farmers’ 
markets.  We are going to set evening hours, probably from four to seven P.M.   
We can’t say if it will be on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, but 
one of those will be selected.  Several of you in the Bridgewater community 
suggested this idea and it appears to be a good one.

What will you see at the Generations Park Farmers’ Market?  Our focus the 
first year will be on fresh fruits and vegetables, locally grown meats, cheeses 
and baked goods.  Many other markets include “flea markets” and crafts, but 
that will not be a part of our plan, at least not over the first year.  We may add 
a different day in the future to focus on antiques, crafts and the flea market 
concept, but we want the two days the farmers’ market is open to center on the 
freshest food items.

Why are farmers’ markets so popular?  We’ve completed a lot of research 
over the past year and, while the answers are obvious, they are worth 
repeating.

Farmers benefit.  It actually can be more profitable selling directly to the 
consumer than going through a wholesaler.  Sure, it takes more labor to load 
up produce, set up their booth and work the three or four hours the market is 
open, but many farmers find it more rewarding both financially and socially to 
deal directly with consumers.

Customers benefit.  Freshness is the draw.  Most people agree that produce 
brought directly from the fields has better flavor and also is more nutritious.  
Variety is also a draw.  Most markets include organic fruits and vegetables, 
pasture raised meats, free range eggs and poultry among other items so you 
can understand the appeal to the customer.  Sometimes, produce may be less 
expensive than more “upscale” grocery stores and a lower cost is always 
popular.

Community benefits.  We live in a fast-paced world.  A farmers’ market is 
a great place to slow down and actually talk with our neighbors and farmers.  
The linking of rural and urban populations is a mutually rewarding exchange.  
Statistically, it is shown that markets generate traffic for nearby businesses 
and encourages attention to activities in the area.  Providing an outlet for local 
products also helps create a uniqueness about a community that can increase 
pride for residents and encourage visitors to return.

We hope part of your 4th of July celebration includes a stop by opening day 
at the Generations Park Farmers’ Market.
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While Bridgewater did have a some fire-
fighting equipment by the 1900s, they still 

relied on the bucket brigade to quell flames.

*A mantua is a women’s clothing 
garment popular from the 1700s to 

around 1900.  Originally they looked 
like exquisite gowns, but as time passed 

they resembled a loose fitting robe.
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New Water Tank Goes Online
A little over a year ago 

the ground was broken for 
the foundation and new lines 
laid to service a 440,000 
gallon water tank that would 
supplement our current water 
storage capacity.  

Today, the completed tank is 
fully operational. The two tanks 
at the Water Treatment Plant, as 
well as ones on Dry River Road 
and John Wayland Elementary, 
provide a total of 1.5 million 
gallons of storage.

John Leigh Miller, who 
has long been an advocate 
for another water storage 
tank, was invited to take the 
symbolic first glass of water 
from the new tank. Here he is 
pictured (left) with Shane Pyles 
(right), water treatment plant 
supervisor.

During the third week in February, a sewer 
line in one of the older neighborhoods in 
town became blocked due to baby wipes as 
well as those used to remove makeup.  Most 
of the time this is just a problem for our 
maintenance workers, but in this case four 
homes had sewage back into their basements.  
In at least one situation three inches of raw 
sewage was measured.   
 As time goes by it is becoming more 
and more evident that the claim of being 
biodegradable is more of an advertising 
gimmick than an actual fact as far as these 
products are concerned.  While we don’t 
have the authority to ban “wipes” we ask 
you to look at the pictures accompanying 
this article.  Then think how you’d feel if 
you came home to find inches of raw sewage 

standing in your basement.  Not a very 
pleasant thought, is it?  So, maybe toilet paper 
and facial tissue isn’t your first choice, but we 
bet your neighbors downstream wish it were.

“Flushable” Wipes Cause Backups
Four Homes Suffer Damage as Result

This ten foot section of wipes had to be 
removed by a crane. It had blocked a 

pump at the Harrisonburg-Rockingham 
Regional Sewer Authority’s pumping 

station at Sandy Bottom Park. 

This is a picture of the wipes around 
the sampler tubing at a pumping 

station the Town owns behind 
Bridgewater College
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March 20...First Day of Spring
I know it’s hard to believe, but spring is scheduled to officially arrive in just a few 

weeks.  Eventually the temperatures will warm, the ground will thaw and the first of 
the crocuses and daffodils will appear.  For many of us,  this is the time we will plant 
shrubs, trees or do other landscaping projects.  
Unfortunately, we often forget the necessity to 
call Miss Utility before every dig, no matter 
how harmless it seems.  So often it is the small 
project that causes utility outages that are 
always inconvenient and sometimes dangerous.  

So, please err on the side of caution and 
make that “811” call before you plant that 
tree or shrub.  When you do, they will pass on 
the information to utility companies who will 
locate and mark all lines.  There is no fee for 
this service and you may save yourself and 
others from unwanted service outages, property 
damage or personal injury.  

  More information can be found at va811.com.

For questions or more information please 
call 540-434-5928 or Rockingham County’s 

Recycling Coordinator at 540-564-3008

City of Harrisonburg & 
Rockingham County Residents

Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection

Saturday, April 18, 2015
8 a.m. to 12 noon

City of Harrisonburg Recycling Facility 
2055 Beery Road, Harrisonburg, VA.

Rockingham County 
Clean-Up Days

Large Clean-up 
Refuse Collection Days

Friday, April 17, 2015
Saturday, April 18, 2015

7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
County Landfill, 2400 Grassy Creek Road

Harrisonburg, VA    22801

Parks and Pets
Our Parks 

are for 
Everyone

Pets are 
wonderful for 
companionship 

or protection and, 
according to the 

CDC (Center for 
Disease Control), provide 

great health benefits such as 
reducing blood pressure or 

cholesterol and triglyceride levels.  
Perhaps more than anyplace else, Bridgewater provides the 

perfect locale for owning a pet.  Quiet streets and plenty of spacious 
parks give us a place to safely walk our dogs or space for them to 
run and play.  But that brings us to a potential problem....pet waste.    
It seems over the last several years Town maintenance crews have 
noticed an increase in fecal matter in our parks and other public 
places.  Cleaning up after your pet is not only a courtesy to others 
using our parks, but has additional benefits.

Consider the following advantages of cleaning up after your pet:
• It’s an inexpensive way to help the environment.
• It reduces nitrogen runoff in our river and streams.
• It prevents messes from pet waste being tracked indoors.
• It can prevent the spread of diseases.
• It keeps our parks clean for all to enjoy from the youngest child 

to the octogenarian.
So, as the days grow longer and the air grows warmer, we 

encourage our citizens to get out and enjoy our parks, but please 
remember to clean up after your pet.
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118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, option 4  or  www.mrlib.org

Story Time Every Thursday
Toddlers  (0-3 years) - 10:15 a.m.

Preschoolers  (3-5 years) - 11 a.m. 

K-5 Every Tuesday at 4 p.m.
Cool After School, LEGO Club, 

Crafty Kids, Dogs 2Read2

Bridgewater Historical Society will be 
partnering with Bridgewater Retirement  
Community in March and April to help 
celebrate their 50th Anniversary.

 There will be a display of photographs and 
artifacts that portray the 50 years since the 
Bridgewater Retirement Community opened in 
1965.

The museum staff encourages you to visit 
the museum and view these historical items. 
Hours are Thursday through Saturday, 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Bridgewater 
Historical Museum

Afternoon Tea

Rockingham County 
Registrar’s Office Accepting 

Annual Absentee Ballot 
Applications

The Rockingham County Voter 
Registrar’s Office is currently accepting 
annual applications for absentee ballots 
for certain ill or disabled voters, as 
outlined in 24.2-703.1 of the Code of 
Virginia.  

According to the Code, a registered 
voter with a disability preventing 
him or her from going to the polls 
on election day is eligible.  The first 
step in becoming eligible is to file an 
application signed by a physician that 
the voter qualifies for the Absentee 
Ballot.  The form can be obtained 
from the local registrar whose contact 

information can be found in the next paragraph.  The first such 
application shall be accompanied by a statement, on a form 
prescribed by the Department of Elections/Voter Registrar and 
signed by the voter and his physician or medical professional, 
that the voter is eligible.

Persons who may be interested or feel that they qualify 
may obtain an application by contacting the Rockingham 
County Voter Registrar’s Office at 540-564-3055, Monday 
through Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM, or emailing lgooden@
rockinghamcountyva.gov.  The Registrar’s office is located 
at 20 East Gay Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22802.  Annual 
absentee voter application forms are also available by 
visiting:  http://elections.virginia.gov/Files/Forms/VoterForms/
ABApplicationAnnual.pdf.

with

Miss Susan
The Doll Doctor

Bring your 
favorite doll to share!

2:30 p.m., March 7
North River Library

Notification of 
Eligibility for Real 
Estate Tax Relief
Real Estate tax relief is available for 

the elderly (65 and older) as well as the 
permanently and totally disabled.  To 
qualify for relief, the applicant’s yearly 
income must not exceed $11,000 and their 
net worth not exceed $30,000, excluding 
their primary dwelling.

If you meet these monetary requirements 
and would like to see if you qualify, an 
application may be obtained from the 
Treasurer’s Office at 201 Green Street.  All 
applications must be filed by April 1st of 
the taxable year.  
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March 10 ................................... Town Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

March 12 .................. Recreation Commission Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Town of Bridgewater
PO Box 72
Bridgewater, Virginia 22812
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Bridgewater Historical Museum ....... 109 South Main 
Street.  Open every Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Also closes according to 
Rockingham County School schedule.  Check them 
out on FaceBook.

Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community. 

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539. 

March 2  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Ladies 
Auxiliary  ..............6:30 PM at Bridgewater 
Rescue Squad building.  Meets the first Monday of 
every month.  New members welcome.  For more 
information call 828-3395.

March 2  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ..........7 PM at 
the Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

March 3  Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  ......   
 A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 

office will be available the first Tuesday of every 
month from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the Bridgewater Community Center or 
may be contacted at 885-3861. 

March 3  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... 
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

March 9  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators ........7:30 PM Meets second Monday of 
every month at Arey Assembly Hall in Bridgewater 
Community Center.  New members welcome.  For 
information contact Rosetta Harris, 828-6273.

March  10  Greater Ashby Chamber of Commerce 
Noon at Bridgewater Fire Company.

March  14  Indoor Yard Sale   ........ Starts at 7 AM 
Sponsored by Bridgewater Presbyterian Church Youth.

March  17  Spaghetti Supper  ......... 4-7 PM   Held 
at Turner Ashby High School and sponsored by 
Bridgewater Rotary Club.

March 18   Myers Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644  ...... 7 PM.  
Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  

March 23  Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .........Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

Website:  town.bridgewater.va.us
“Like Us” on FaceBook
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